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UNICEF RESPONSE 
TO CHILDREN AFFECTED 
BY ARMED CONFLICT IN 
NORTHERN 
MOZAMBIQUE

UN Security Council Resolution 1612 
(2005) Parties to Conflict and 

the Six Grave Violations:

Killing and Maiming

Recruitment and Use of Children

Abduction

Rape and Other Forms of Sexual Violence

Attacks on Schools and Medical Facilities

Denial of Humanitarian Access/Space

UNICEF is using a multi-sector approach to provide a holistic response 
to children affected by armed conflict. UNICEF works with UN agencies, 
INGOs and local partners in Cabo Delgado and Nampula to increase 
community capacity to understand, monitor and report on the six 
grave violations and children’s rights – as a modality to prevent and 
respond to violations of children’s rights. Monitoring and reporting  
offers the chance to understand the pattern of violations and hold  
perpetrators to account through action plans. UNICEF is also developing 
an inter-ministerial approach to build capacity of the security forces, 
including military and police, to better protect children against these 
violations and also ensure response. This is in line with international 
standards, which call for the release of any children associated with 
armed groups or forces into civilian hands for response and reintegration 
services. UNICEF aims to support the Government of Mozambique 
with the endorsement of the Vancouver and Paris Principles that outline 
approaches to protect children in armed conflict and provide concrete  
support on the implementation of these guidelines and existing  
legislation and tools that offer protection to children in the North. 

Background information 
 
Since October 2017, the Province of Cabo Delgado has been targeted by attacks carried out by Non-State Armed  
Groups (NSAGs) locally known as Al Shabaab (not connected to the NSAGs operating in Somalia – of similar name).  
Since mid-2019, there has been an escalation in frequency, scope and impact of attacks, peaking with the Palma attacks 
 in 2021. This resulted in the capture of urban areas and effective control of large extents of the northern territory, with  
civilian populations directly targeted in attacks. 

Since August 2021, there is an increased presence of armed forces, particularly of foreign troops (SAMIM- SADC Mission 
in Mozambique and Rwandan forces) and local militias supporting the Government of Mozambique, which has enabled 
the Mozambican State to regain control of areas previously controlled by NSAGs. This has led to displacement of attacks 
against civilian populations by NSAGs to other areas that were not previously affected by the conflict. 

The conflict in Northern Mozambique is considered a protection crisis with critical child protection needs. This is highlighted 
by the trends in abduction of children, which are presumed to link to recruitment and use of child soldiers and sexual 
violence against children, particularly impacting girls.



At the level of the province, targeted districts and communities,  
UNICEF aims to use an approach based on the socio- 
ecological model, targeting systems, communities, families 
and individuals with support. This includes access to appropriate 
services that respond to the needs of children who have 
experienced these violations; birth registration; focused 
mental health and psychosocial support services (MHPSS) 
that target age and gender; gender based violence related 
services including medical, legal and psychosocial support; 
victim assistance including assistive devices and community 
reintegration; and access to appropriate education opportunities. 
UNICEF aims to ensure specific vulnerable groups have access 
to these services through a non-stigmatized approached, 
such as unaccompanied and separated children, children 
with disability, children of different ethnicity and children 
who have been associated with armed groups/forces.

Specific programming is required for rescue, release and  
reintegration of children from armed groups/forces. UNICEF  
is promoting a model of reintegration that requires the  
endorsement of a handover protocol by MGCAS, MINT, 
MoD, MoJ and foreign armed actors. This model allows 
children who have been associated to receive the specialized 
support they need to reintegrate back into communities.  
The reintegration process requires initial reception centres, 
specialized services and community dialogue. It also requires 
those involved to ensure the following: justice systems protect 
children as victims of conflict, special provisions based on 
international standards are followed and children are not 
held in detention. 

Children are part of the solution going forward in the peace 
building process. UNICEF commits to supporting their voices  
to reach the highest level, to engage politically and to have 
a place and sense of belonging in their own communities. 
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